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The Recommended Syllabus 

Introduction 



This syllabus lists the skills which you must have in order to reach the high standards 
required to become a competent, professional bus or coach driver and to pass the PCV 
driving test Whilst training, use the syllabus as a check list to ensure your progress towards 
that objective. 

If you drive a passenger carrying vehicle for which no special driving test is needed, the 
information contained in the syllabus will help you to achieve the high standard of driving 
required for your safety and that of your passengers. 
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1. Knowledge 

A. You must have a thorough 
knowledge and understanding 
of 

i the latest edition of The 
Highway Code, 
especially those sections 
which concern buses 

ii regulations governing 
drivers’ permitted hours 

iii regulations relating to the 
carriage of passengers 

iv general motoring 
regulations, especially 

► a. road traffic 
offences 

► b. holding and 
producing 
licences, both 
driver’s and 
operator’s, where 
applicable 

► c. insurance 
requirements 

► d. vehicle road tax 
relating to PC Vs 
in your charge 

► e. the information 
required to be 
shown on PCV 
manufacturer’s 
plates 

► f. annual testing 

► g. the importance 
of regular vehicle 
maintenance 

v Health and Safety 
legislation as it applies to 
PCV duties. 



B. You must also have a basic 
understanding of the function 
of the component parts of a 
PCV including 

i internal combustion 

engines 

► a. petrol 

► b. diesel 

► c. other fuels 

ii power and control units 
in electrically propelled 
vehicles, if appropriate 

iii ancillary and control 
systems 

iv the body and its 
equipment 

This subject is explained in 
more detail in Section 3 of the 
syllabus. 

Note 1. Certain minibuses, mobile 
project buses, playbuses, historic vehicles 
and community buses are subject to a 
relaxation of the Public Service and 
Passenger carrying vehicle regulations. 
If you drive one of these vehicles you 
must be aware of any restrictions as to 
the use of the vehicle. 

Note 2. If your vehicle is equipped with 
a trailer, you must know which of the 
requirements in section A are applicable. 

2. Legal requirements 

A. To learn to drive a PCV 
you must 

i be 21 years old 



You may learn to drive a 
PCV and take the PCV test 
before you are 21 years old 
but not under the age of 18. 
If you pass you are not 
permitted to carry 
passengers unless 

► the vehicle is covered by 
a Public Service Vehicle 
operator’s licence, bus or 
community bus permit 
and either 

* the bus cannot carry 
more than 16 
passengers, and you 
drive only in the U.K. 

or 

* the route mileage does 
not exceed 50 km 

(31 miles) 

ii meet the stringent eyesight 
requirements 

iii be medically fit to drive 
buses of any type 

iv hold a full motor car licence 
(category B or, if issued 
prior to 1990, Group A) 

v hold and comply with the 
conditions for holding 
either 

► a. a provisional PCV 
cat D entitlement 

or 

► b. a full PCV entitlement 
for another category of 
vehicle which confers 
provisional entitlement 
for the vehicle you wish 
to drive 
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vi ensure that the vehicle 
being driven 

► a. is legally roadworthy 

► b. has the required 
manufacturer’s plate 

► c. has a current test 
(PSV) certificate 

► d. is properly licensed 
with the correct tax 
disc displayed 

► e. complies with the 
requirements of the 
tachograph and speed 
limiter legislation if 
applicable 

► f. meets minimum 
vehicle requirements if 
used for a PCV driving 
test 

vii make sure the vehicle being 
driven is properly insured 
for its use, especially if it is 
on contract hire 

viii display L-pIates to the 
front and rear of the vehicle 

ix be accompanied by a 
supervisor who holds a 
valid full UK licence for 
the category of vehicle 
being driven 

x be aware that it is a legal 
requirement to notify 
DVLA Swansea of any 
medical condition which 
could affect safe driving 




xi ensure that all information 
required on the vehicle by 
law (referred to as the 
‘legal lettering’) is 
displayed as applicable 

► a. seating/standing 
capacity 

► b. emergency exit 
location 

► c. fuel cut-off switch 

► d. First Aid equipment 

► e. fire extinguisher 

► f. unladen weight of 
vehicle 

► g. registered company 
address and Director’s 
name 

► h. engine stop button 

B. You must also be aware of 
the need to avoid 

i using any mobile 
telephone or radio 
transmitter whilst driving 
the vehicle 

ii stopping on the hard 
shoulder of a motorway to 
use any mobile telephone or 
radio transmitter (unless in 
an emergency) 

iii using any public address 
system fitted in the vehicle 
to give any commentary 
whilst driving the vehicle 

iv driving the vehicle whilst 

► a. issuing tickets 

► b. giving change 

► c. holding a 
conversation 



► d. being distracted 

C. You must know the legal 

requirements which apply to 

the vehicle and its use in 

respect of 

i speed limits 

ii seating/standing 
capacity 

iii fire extinguishers to be 
carried 

iv First Aid equipment 
(location and use) 

v interior lighting during 
the hours of darkness 

vi the carriage and 
consumption of alcoholic 
drinks 

vii the emptying of toilet 
waste storage tanks 

where applicable 
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3. Vehicle controls, 
equipment and 
components 

You must 

i understand the function and 
use of the main controls of 
the vehicle 

► a. accelerator 

► b. clutch (see note) 

► c. gears 

► d. footbrake 

► e. handbrake 

► f. steering, including 

power assisted 
steering 

and be able to use them 
competently 

Note. Study those items which apply to 
your vehicle if it is fitted with 
automatic, or semi-automatice 
transmission. 

ii know the effects speed 
limiters will have on the 
control of your vehicle 

► especially when you 
intend to overtake 

iii know the principles of 

the various systems of 
retarders which may be 
fitted to PC Vs 

► a. electric 

► b. engine driven 

► c. exhaust brakes 

and when they should be 
brought into operation. 



iv know the function of all 
other controls and switches 
on the vehicle and be able 
to use them competently 

v understand the information 
given by 

► a. gauges 

► b. warning lights 

► c. warning buzzer 

► d. other displays on 

the instrument 
panel 

vi be familiar with the 
operation of tachographs 
and their charts and any 
other time, speed or 
distance recording 
equipment which may be 
fitted. You should know 
what action to take if a fault 
develops in this equipment 

vii know which checks should 
be made before starting a 
journey 

viii know the safety factors 
relating to 

► a. seated and 

standing 

passengers 

► b. loading 

► c. stability 

► d. controls of any 

driver operated 
doors 

when passengers are carried 



ix be able to carry out routine 
safety checks, and identify 
defects, especially with 

► a. the engine 

* performance 

* fuel systems 

* lubricating systems 
and oil levels 

* coolant temperature 
and levels 

* exhaust systems 

► b. the gearbox 

* operation 

* controls 

► c. the transmission 

systems 

► d. the braking system 

* efficiency 

* operation 

► e. the steering (including 
power assisted systems) 

► f. the suspension system 

► g. tyres and wheel 

security 

► h. heating and ventilation 
systems 

► i. electrical systems 

* lights 

* direction indicators 

* side and headlights 

* marker lights 

* fog and spot lights 

* reversing lights 
(and audible 
warnings if fitted) 

* brake lights 

* interior lights 

* step and entrance 
illumination 

* destination displays 

* windscreen, wipers 
and washers 
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* bell and buzzer 
systems for giving 
signals to the driver 

* horns 

* fuses, cut-outs and 
relays 

► j. bodywork 

* security and 
condition of exterior 

* panels 

* fittings 

* trim 

* access doors 

* rear view mirrors 

* of interior 

* seating 

* fittings 

* trim 

* floor coverings 

* mirrors 
and, where fitted, 

* seat belts 

* equipment for 
wheelchair access 

* securing devices 
for use when 
carrying 
wheel chairs 

* mechanically, 
electrically or air 
operated doors 

* adjustable 

suspension on 

’kneeling’ 

vehicles 

* securing devices 
on emergency 
doors 

* emergency exit 
insecure warning 
device (light or 
buzzer) 



4. Road user behaviour 

You must 



* route destination 
and number 

* display equipment 

* passenger grab 
rails 

* staircases 



ii 



* • • 

111 



iv 



v 



vi 



know the most common 
causes of road traffic 
accidents 

know which road users are 
more vulnerable and how to 
reduce the risks to them 

know the rules, risks and 
effects of drinking and 
driving 

know the effects that 

► a. illnesses (even minor 

ones) 

► b. drugs, cold remedies 

and other medication 

► c. fatigue, 

can have on a driver’s 
performance 

recognise the importance of 
complying with rest period 
regulations 

be aware of vulnerable road 
users such as 

► a. children 

► b. young riders and 

drivers 

► c. more elderly drivers 

► d. elderly or infirm 

pedestrians 



vii concentrate and plan ahead 
in order to anticipate the 
likely actions of other road 
users and be able to select 
the safest course of action. 
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5. Vehicle characteristics 

A. You must know 

i the most important 
principles concerning 
braking distances under 
various 

► a. road 

► b. weather 

► c. loading 
conditions 

ii the different handling 
characteristics of other 
vehicles with regard to 

► a. speed 

► b. stability 

► c. braking 

► d. manoeuvrability 

iii that some other vehicles, 
such as cycles and 
motorcycles, are less easily 
seen than others 

B. You must be aware of 

i the need to be extra vigilant 
when reversing any 
passenger carrying vehicle 
into a bay 

► a. at boarding points 

► b. in workshops 

ii the safe angle of tilt which 
must not be exceeded when 
driving double-decked 
vehicles 



iii the risks and 
difficulties presented 
when 

► a. long vehicles negotiate 
speed reduction humps 
or hump-backed 
bridges 

► b. double-decked 
vehicles are driven along 
a road with a steep 
camber resulting in risk 
of collision with 

* shop blinds 

* buildings 

* road signs 
*- 1 traffic lights 

* telephone poles 

* lamp standards 

iv the height of the 
vehicle you are driving 
and the minimum 
clearance needed under 
low bridges 

v the difficulties caused by 
the characteristics of both 
your own, and other, 
vehicles and be able to take 
the appropriate action to 
reduce any risks which may 
arise. 

Examples of situations requiring 

special care are 

► a. long wheelbase coaches, 
double-decked vehicles and 
large goods vehicles 
moving to the right before 
making a sharp left turn 

► b. articulated vehicles 
having to take an unusual 
line before negotiating 

* corners 



* roundabouts 

* entrances 

► c. front and rear overhang 
on certain vehicles when 
turning left or right 

► d. blind spots which occur 
on many large vehicles 

► e. cycles, motorcycles and 
high-sided vehicles being 
buffeted in strong winds, 
especially on exposed 
sections of road 

► f. turbulence created by 
coaches, double-decked 
buses and large goods 
vehicles travelling at speed 
affecting 

* pedestrians 

* cyclists 

* motorcyclists 

* vehicles towing caravans 

* smaller vehicles 

Note, At all times remember that other 
road users may not understand the 
techniques required in order to 
manoeuvre a PCV safely. 
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6. Road and weather 

conditions 

A. You must 

i know about the hazards 

which can arise when 

driving 

► a. on various types of 

road such as 

* country lanes 

* one-way streets 

* two-way streets in 

built-up areas 

* three lane roads 

* dual carriageways 
with various speed 
limits 

* trunk roads with 

two-way traffic 

* motorways 

* roads or reserved 
areas where light 
rapid transit vehicles 
(supertrams) operate 

* busways 

► b. with differing volumes 

of traffic 

► c. in various weather 

conditions such as 

* strong sunlight 

* rain 

* snow and ice 

* fog 

* wind (especially 
when driving high or 
double decked 
vehicles) 

► d. at all times of day and 

night (See note ) 

Note. You should try to gain 
experience in as many of these 
situations as possible. 



ii know which road surfaces 
will provide better or 
poorer grip when 
accelerating and braking 

iii drive defensively and 
anticipate how the 
prevailing conditions may 
affect the standard of 
driving of other road users 

iv understand the need for 
increased awareness of 
other road users when 
intending to pull up at bus 
stops at, or near, junctions 

v appreciate the need to give 
correct signals before 
pulling up at bus stops 
close to any road junction, 
pedestrian crossing etc. 

vi recognise the additional 
risks when 

► a. schoolchildren 

► b. elderly persons 

► c. disabled persons 
wish to board or alight 
from your vehicle 

vii always be aware of the 
presence of other road 
users by effective use of the 
mirrors and by looking 
round before moving off 
from a bus stop or layby. 

Watch out, in particular, for 
the passenger who attempts 
to board or alight as you 
move off. 



7. Traffic signs, rules and 
regulations 

You must 

i have a thorough knowledge 
and understanding of the 
meanings of traffic signs 
and road markings, 
especially those relating to 

► a. bus lanes (which, may 
also permit cycles and 
taxis) 

► b. light rapid transit 
systems 

ii be able to recognise and 
comply with traffic signs 
such as 

► a. weight limits 

► b. height limits 

► c. signs prohibiting 
entry for motor vehicles, 

► d. no left or right turns 

► e. loading / unloading 
restrictions 

► f. roads designated Red 
or Green Routes 

► g. traffic calming 
measures 

Note. Some signs may exempt buses. 
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8. Vehicle control and 
road procedure 

A. You must have the 
knowledge and skill to take the 
following precautions, some of 
which will require assistance. 

i Before getting into the 

vehicle check 

► a. all round for 
obstructions 

► b. that the emergency 
exit operate correctly 
and is closed securely 

► c. that all bulbs, lenses 
and reflectors are 
fitted 

► d. that all lights, 
indicators and stop 
lights are working 

► e. tyres for defects 

► f. that all windows are 
clean and free of 
traffic grime 

► g. that all route 
numbers and 
destination blinds or 
displays are correct 
(or replaced by 
information that the 
vehicle is not in 
service) 

h. that ail wheels and 
body panels are secure 



ii After entering the vehicle 

check 

► a. the correct operation 
of any warning device 
fitted to an emergency 
exit which is not 
visible from the 
driving position 

► b. that the entrance and 
exit doors operate 
correctly 

► c. the location of the fire 
extinguisher 

► d. the location of the 
First Aid equipment 

► ev that any heating or 
ventilation equipment 
is working properly 

► f. that the bell or buzzer 
signal works correctly 

► g. that all gangways 
and staircases are clear 
and free from defects 

► h. that all seats are 
secure and free from 
defects 

► i. that the interior 
lighting operates 
correctly 

► j. that the exit/entrance 
step illumination is 
operating effectively 

► k. that equipment for 
wheelchair access 

is operational 

where these items are fitted 

iii Before starting the engine 

check 

► a. that the handbrake is 
applied and the gear 
selector in neutral or 
the ’start’ position 



► b. your seat, if necessary, 
for 

* height 

* distance from the 
controls 

* support and comfort 

► c. the mirrors, if 
necessary, to give a 
clear view of 

* traffic behind 

* the entrance/exit 

* intending passengers 

* the upper deck 
(where appropriate) 

► d. the doors (if fitted) 
are closed 

iv When vou start the engine 
but before moving off check 

► a. that the vehicle lights 
are on, if required 

► b. that gauges indicate 
correct pressures for 
braking and ancillary 
systems 

► c. that no warning lights 
are showing that 
indicate it is unsafe to 
drive the vehicle 

► d. that no warning buzzer 
is operating 

► e. that all fuel and 
temperature gauges are 
operating normally and 
that there is sufficient 
fuel for your journey 

► f. that suspension systems 
are at the correct 
height, if appropriate 
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► g. that it is safe, by 
looking all round. 
Especially check 

* the blind spots 

* entry/exit doors or 
boarding platform 

* near the wheels 

Note. Be aware that air operated 
systems, such as suspension and doors, 
may come into operation as air pressure 
builds up, 

v When driving you must be 

able to 

► a. move off safely 

► b. straight ahead 

► c. at an angle 

► d. on the level 

* uphill 

* downhill 

► e. select the correct road 
position for normal 
driving 

► f. take effective 
observation in all 
traffic conditions and 
give appropriate 
signals when necessary 

► g. drive at a speed 
appropriate to the 
road, traffic and 
weather conditions 

► h. anticipate changes in 
traffic conditions 

► i. take the correct action 
at all times and exercise 
vehicle sympathy 

► j. move into the 
appropriate traffic 
lane correctly and in 
good time 

► k. pass stationary 
vehicles safely 



► 1. meet, overtake and 
cross the path of other 
vehicles safely 

► m. turn right or left, or 
drive ahead at 

* junctions 

* crossroads 

* roundabouts 

► n. keep a safe 
separation gap when 
following other 
vehicles 

► o. act correctly at all 
types of pedestrian 
crossing 

► p'/show proper regard 
for the safety of all 
other road users, with 
particular respect for 
those most vulnerable 

► q. keep up with the flow 
of traffic where it is 
safe and appropriate 

to do so, whilst 
observing all speed 
limits 

► r. comply with 

* traffic regulations 

* traffic signs 

* signals given by 
authorised persons 

* police officers 

* traffic wardens 

* school crossing 
patrols 

► s. take the correct actio 
on signals given by 
other road users 

► t. stop the vehicle safely 
at all times 



► u. show courtesy and 
consideration to 
passengers at all times 
particularly those with 
special needs 

► v. be aware at all times 
of the effects that 
harsh 

* braking 

* acceleration 

* steering 
will have on 
passengers, especially 
those 

* standing 

* moving toward exits 

* moving away from 
entrances 

and pay particular 
attention to the care of 
the elderly, the 
disabled and mothers 
with babies or toddlers 

► w. cross all types of level 
crossings 

* railway 

* light rapid transit 
systems (supertrams) 

where appropriate 

► x. select safe and suitable 
places to stop the 
vehicle as close to the 
nearside kerb as is safe 
and practicable when 
requested 

* on the level 

* facing uphill 

* facing downhill 

* before reaching a 
parked vehicle, 
leaving sufficient 
room to move away 
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* with the platform of 
the vehicle close to 
passenger boarding 
points at bus stops 

► y. stop the vehicle in an 

emergency 

* safely 

* as quickly as 
possible 

* under full control 

* within a reasonable 
distance 

► z. reverse the vehicle 

* under control 

* with effective 
observation ' 

* accurately 

* to enter a restricted 
opening 

* to stop with the 
extreme rear of the 
vehicle where 
required 

Note 1. You must be able to carry out 
all these checks and manoeuvres 

► a. safely and expertly 

► b. in daylight 

► c. during the hours of 
darkness 

as necessary. 

Note 2. Where your actions may affect 
other road users you must 

► a. make proper use of the 
mirrors 

► b. take effective 

observation 

► c. give signals where 

necessary 

► d. act predictably 

Note 3. For the PCV driving test you 

will be asked to carry out specific 
exercises to demonstrate your ability 

to stop quickly and to reverse. If the 
test is not conducted by a Driving 
Standards Agency examiner, but by 
a delegated (company) examiner, 
these manoeuvres may be carried 
out on public roads. 



vi Before leaving the driver’s 
position you must make 
sure that 

► a. the vehicle is stopped 
in safe, legal and 
secure place 

► b. the handbrake is on 

► c. the gear lever / 
selector is in neutral or 
’park’ 

► d. the engine is stopped 

► e. all windows are closed 

► f. the passenger door is 
secure(if fitted) 

► g. the keys have been 
removed from the 
starter switch (if 
applicable) 

► h. the electrical system 
is switched off unless 
lights or other 
systems are required 
(On some vehicles the 
switch may not be 
within reach of the 
driving position) 

► i. you will not endanger 
anyone when you open 
any offside door 

vi When leaving a vehicle 
make sure that you are 
aware of 

► a. the precautions you 
can take to prevent 
theft of the vehicle 

► b. whether any anti-theft 
device can be fitted 
(e.g. immobilizer/alarm) 

► c. the factors to consider 
when selecting a safe 
place to leave an 
unattended vehicle. 



Check whether the 
parking place is 

* legal (eg No-waiting 
zones) 

* safe (will not 
endanger any 
member of the 
public) 

* convenient (not 
blocking any access 
or exit) 

* suitable (level and 
firm enough to 
support the weight of 
the vehicle) 

* likely to create an 
unnecessary hazard 
for other road users 
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9. Additional knowledge 

A. You must know 

i the importance of 
inspecting all tyres on the 
vehicle for 

► a. correct pressure 

► b. signs of wear 

► c. evidence of damage 

► d. safe tread depth 

► e. objects between twin 

tyres 

► f. indications of 

overheating 

ii safe driving principles 
which will help to prevent 
skids occurring 

iii how to drive when the road 
is 

► a. icy or snow-covered 

► b. flooded 

► c. covered by excess 
surface water 

iv what to do if you are 
involved in a road traffic 
accident 

► a. not resulting in 
injury (damage only) 

► b. resulting in injury 
or involving fire 

► c. where there is 
spillage of hazardous 
material 

► d. where danger to 
other road users results 
from obstruction 
caused by an 
immobilized vehicle 

► e. on a motorway 



v the action to take if your 
vehicle breaks down 

► a. in the day time 

► b. at night 
on 

► a. a bend 

► b. a road with two- 
way traffic 

► c. a busy dual 
carriageway 

► d. a clearway 

► e. a motorway 

with particular reference to 
the safety of passengers 

' vi the correct procedure to 
adopt if an accident occurs 
which involves a passenger 

► a. travelling on your 
vehicle (falling etc.) 

► b. boarding or alighting 

vii the dimensions of your 
vehicle including the 
correct height - especially 
that of double- decked 
vehicles in respect of 
dangers presented by low 
bridges etc 

viii the weight of your vehicle 
in respect of restrictions on 
weak bridges etc 

ix the correct procedure to 
adopt if it becomes 
necessary to reverse the 
vehicle while carrying 
passengers 



x the differences between 
toughened and laminated 
glass used in windows and 
windscreens 

xi how to use the hammer or 
similar tool, if fitted, to 
exit from the vehicle in an 
emergency 

xii basic first aid for use on 
the road 

xiii the correct legal procedure 
to be adopted by the 
driver or, where present, a 
conductor or courier, in 
respect of any passenger(s) 
whose behaviour affects 

► a. the safety of other 
passengers 

► b. the comfort of other 
passengers 

► c. the safety of the crew 

xiv the appropriate action to 
take when handed or when 
finding 

► a. any lost property 

► b. suspicious packages 

xv the correct action to take 
in the event of a passenger 
or intending passenger 
attempting to alight from, or 
board, a moving vehicle 
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B. You must appreciate 

i the importance of avoiding 
any action which could 
cause offence or provoke 
physical retaliation 

ii the need to keep control of 
the permitted number of 
standing passengers - 
especially at peak travel 
times 

iii the need to observe safe 
driving techniques and to 
obey all speed limits when 
attempting to maintain 
schedules laid down in the 
operator’s timetable 

iv the principles of passenger 
care 

C. You must be able to 

i. make a written report 
promptly detailing any 
defects or symptoms of 
defects that could adversely 
affect the safe operation of 
vehicles and submit it to the 
designated person 

ii. appreciate when defects are 
serious enough to require 
an unroadworthy vehicle to 
be removed from service 

iii. judge whether a defect is 
serious enough to cause a 
vehicle to be unsafe to be 
driven at all 



10. Motorway driving 

You must have a thorough 
practical knowledge of the 
special 

i rules 

ii regulations 

iii driving techniques 
which apply to motorways. 

Note. You will not be asked to drive on 
the motorway on your PC V driving test. 
You will be expected to show a thorough 
understanding and knowledge of all 
aspects of motorway driving. 

In particular 
. , i overtaking 

ii 'exercising lane discipline 

iii lanes which are prohibited to 
certain PCVs 

iv the effects of speed limiters 

v PCV speed limits 

vi joining and leaving motorways 

vii breakdown and emergency 
procedures 

vii i driving in all weather 
conditions 

ix principal causes of accidents 
on motorways 

11. Safe working 
practices 

i Avoid the risks involved in 
jumping down from the cab 

ii Ensure any door in the 
driver’s cab is properly 
closed while the vehicle is 
being driven 

iii Follow safety guidelines 
when operating 

► a. under 

* raised engine 
cowlings 

* raised luggage 



compartment hatches 

* overhead cables 

* any vehicle 

► b. near 

* inspection pits 

* wheelchair lift 
controls 

* refuelling points 

* parked vehicles 

► c. whilst 

* carrying out roadside 
repairs 

* removing road 
wheels 

* inflating tyres 

* working on any 
vehicle supported by 
jacks 

iv Where company policy 
permits the driver to carry 
out minor repairs, do so 
only 

► a. if you fully 
understand how 
to locate the fault 
and are able to 
put it right 

► b. if you can do so 
without endangering 
others 

► c. with the aid of 
appropriate 
equipment if it is 
needed 

► d. you are sure that 
any work you do 
will not 
invalidate any 
manufacturer * s 
warranty 

If in doubt, refer to your 
company. 
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YOUR PCV DRIVING TEST 

Contents 

Introduction 

i. About this book 

ii. Passenger Carrying Vehicles and Licence Categories 

► Category D 

► Category D1 

► Towing a trailer (Category D + E or D1 + E) 

► Articulated buses. 

► Minibuses, community buses, mobile project- 

and play-buses 

► LRTs, guided busways, trams and trolleybuses 

► Exemptions and derogations 

- 1 

Part 1 Learning to Drive a PCV 

1. Applying for a Provisional Licence to drive PC Vs 

2. Medical Requirements 

3. The PCV driver 

4. Driver Attitudes 

5. Driver Knowledge 

► Basic knowledge 

► Weight limits 

► Height limits 

Bridge-bashing’ 

► Width 

► Length 

► Vehicle braking systems 

► Specialised knowledge 

► Environmental issues 

► Legal requirements 

* Conduct (including Drugs & Alcohol).... 

* Health & Safety 

* Driving Licences 

* Drivers’ hours & records 

* Speed limiters 

* Your vehicle 

* Your driving 

* Your passengers 

► Anti-theft measures 

6. Vehicle Characteristics 
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7. The Recommended Syllabus 

► Knowledge 

► Legal Requirements 

► Vehicle controls, equipment and components. 

► Road User behaviour 

► Vehicle characteristics 

► Road and weather conditions 

► Traffic signs, rules and regulations 

► Vehicle control and road procedure 

► Additional knowledge 

► Motorway driving 

► Safe working procedures 

Part 2 - The PCV Driving Test 

S. Applying for the PCV Driving Test 

► Getting training 

* Practice 

* What to avoid 

► About the PCV Driving Test 

* What the examiner expects 

* What the test consists of. 

* The Highway Code 

► Special circumstances 

► Applying for the PCV Driving Test 

► The test appointment 

► Cancelling or postponing a PCV test 

9. The PCV Driving Test 

► Legal requirements of the PCV Driving Test. 

► Content of the test 

► Preparing your vehicle 

► Safety checks 

► Reversing exercise 

► Braking exercise 

► Vehicle controls 

► Gear changing exercise. 

► Moving off: At an angle or on a gradient. 

► Using the mirrors 

► Giving signals 

► Acting upon signs & signals 

► Controlling your speed 

► Separation distance 

► Making progress 

► Road junctions and roundabouts 

► Dealing with other vehicles safely 
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► Positioning your vehicle correctly and lane discipline 

► Passing stationary vehicles 

► Pedestrian crossings 

► Stopping in a safe place 

► Hazards; Anticipation and awareness 

► Questions on The Highway Code 

► The PCV Driving Test result 

► Right of Appeal 

► The Driving Test Report (Form DLV25A) 

Part 3 - Driving PCVs 

10. Defensive Driving... 

11. Driving at Night 

12. Motorway Driving 

13. All Weather Driving 

14. Accidents and Breakdowns 

Part Part 4 - Additional Information 

15. Retesting disqualified drivers 

16. DSA Customer Service 

► Service Standards 

► Complaints Guide 

► Compensation Code 

17. List of Locations and addresses 

► DSA Regional Offices 

► DSA PCV Driving Test Centres 

► Traffic Area Offices & Licensing Authorities 

► Other useful addresses 

18. Categories of PCV suitable for driving tests 

► minimum test vehicles 

19. PCV licences 

► held before 01.04.91 (PSV) 

► The Vocational Licence system 

* since 01.04.91 

* changes planned for 1996 

20. Glossary of Terms 

21. Official ‘L’ Plates for use on PCVs 

22. Road signs 

23. Red Routes, Green Routes, bus lanes, parking restrictions.. 

24. Specimen questions on vehicle safety 

25. Cone position ready reckoner 

26. Conclusion 

27. Other DSA publications 

28. Index 
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